
	

	

David Wojnarowicz ( September 14, 1954 – July 22, 1992) was an American painter, photog-
rapher, writer, filmmaker, performance artist, and AIDS activist prominent in the New York City 
art world. After a period outside of New York, he returned in the late 1970s, where he quickly 
emerged as one of the most prominent and prolific of an avant-garde wing that mixed media, 
made and used graffiti and street art; his first recognition came from stencils of houses afire that 
appeared on the exposed sides of buildings in the East Village. He made super-8 films, such 
as Heroin, began a photographic series of Arthur Rimbaud, did stencil work, played in a band 
called 3 Teens Kill 4, and exhibited his work in well-known East Village galleries, notably Civilian 
Warfare, Ground Zero Gallery NY, Public Illumination Picture Gallery, Gracie Mansion and Hal 
Bromm. In 1985, he was included in the Whitney Biennial, the so-called Graffiti Show.
A major retrospective, David Wojnarowicz: History Keeps Me Awake at Night, has been an-
nounced for exhibition at the Whitney Museum in Spring, 2018. It is co-curated by the Whitney’s 
David Kiehl and art historian David Breslin.
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