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MIKE BIDLO

Not Pollock: Study in beige, green, red, and black, 1983

Mike Bidlo is a contemporary American Conceptual artist, widely known for his extensive involve-
ment with Appropriation Art. Freely referencing the movements of the early to mid-20th-century,
Bidlo’s work—as with contemporaries Glenn Brown and Sturtevant—draws from the rich and
problematic history of Modern and Pop Art to critique and provide contemporary context to these
canonical aesthetics. Born on October 20, 1953 in Chicago, IL, he went on to study at Univer-
sity of lllinois and receive his MFA from the Southern lllinois University. His practice has gained
notoriety for its noted lack of alteration to the original material, as when Bidlo recreated modified
versions of paintings by Fernand Léger, Clyfford Still, Yves Klein, and Jackson Pollock. In 1984,
the artist mounted an exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art P.S.1 in New York City featuring a
full-scale recreation of Andy Warhol’s Factory on the upper level of the museum. In reference to
the cyclical nature of his work, Bidlo states simply that “history is about loops and continuums.”



